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‘‘Sea Signal’’ Joint Task Force 160 at Guanta-
namo Bay in 1994. For his voluntary service to 
this operation he received a citation from the 
Commander. It is instances such as these that 
demonstrate Dr. Serentill’s unselfish character 
and dedication to service. 

On July 3, 2011, Dr. Serentill was awarded 
the Medal of the Order of Dr. Carlos J. Finlay 
for distinguished services to his profession 
and services to honor underserved nations. 
Dr. Serentill has always expressed his belief in 
the greatness of his adopted homeland, and 
the opportunities our nation provides. He con-
tinues to practice surgery and teach in Miami 
Dade County, and was recently appointed as 
the Scientific Director of the XXI International 
Medical Congress of the Cuban Medical Asso-
ciation. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Dr. Luis H. Serentill for his continued service 
to the Miami community and I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this out-
standing individual. 
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Monday, October 24, 2011 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, our communities 
thrive when their citizens contribute to the 
common good and general betterment of their 
home towns, serving for the love of their com-
munity. Phil Tisi is such a man. He has held, 
with distinction, many positions in the edu-
cational field as a leader, an educator, admin-
istrator and college adjunct instructor. After 
serving for 38 years in the school system and 
in various capacities at the high school and 
the Ramapo Central School District, he re-
cently retired as Chairman of the Suffern High 
School Social Studies Department. In addition, 
for over a decade he has served as Deputy 
Supervisor, Interim Supervisor, and Assistant 
to the Supervisor in the Town of Ramapo. 

When organizations are successful quite 
often it’s because of one person making a dif-
ference, and in many cases in Ramapo that 
person is Phil Tisi. He has helped many com-
munities and their leaders in the Town of 
Ramapo, as well as individuals, and non-profit 
agencies throughout Rockland County. 

He is an integral part of successful patriotic 
and community events and town programs in 
general. He is especially helpful to veterans 
organizations, including, and perhaps espe-
cially, the Fred Hecht Post of the Jewish War 
Veterans, who are honoring him. 

He has served as Co-Chair of all of their 
past thirteen concert programs of the Support 
the Troops and Salute to the Veterans. With 
his help, more than $550,000 was raised to 
ship gift-paks and GI travel/hygiene kits to our 
troops overseas in the Middle East and our 
Wounded Warriors in military hospitals. Phil 
Tisi has been commended 33 times for his 
good work with veteran groups, civic organiza-
tions and government agencies. 

He was born in Dobbs Ferry and he and his 
wife, Alicia Cameron Tisi, a retired Registered 
Nurse, have three sons and a daughter. 

I am proud to join in recognizing Phil Tisi for 
being an outstanding citizen and civic leader 
who has worked for his community and for our 
brave men and women serving in our Armed 

Forces. He is a shining example of what a cit-
izen can accomplish for his community. 
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to H.R. 358, the Protect Life 
Act. 

Our first priorities in the House of Rep-
resentatives must be helping to foster job cre-
ation and supporting middle class families. We 
are now 280 days in this Congress without 
passing a jobs plan. 

Instead, the Republicans have chosen to 
continue their radical assault on reproductive 
health care in the guise of preventing the use 
of federal funds to pay for abortion proce-
dures. These bills and amendments are as un-
necessary as they are offensive. Federal law 
already prohibits the use of federal funds to 
pay for abortion services except when a wom-
an’s life is endangered or she is a victim of 
rape or incest. 

H.R. 358 would impose unprecedented limi-
tations on comprehensive reproductive health 
services that go far beyond current law. 

The bill would force health plans to drop 
comprehensive coverage in state health insur-
ance exchanges. The bill would allow hos-
pitals to refuse to provide life-saving care to 
women—even if they are facing an imminent 
threat of death. Further, the provisions in this 
bill are so broad that it would allow states to 
prohibit access to birth control, including pro-
viding emergency contraception to sexual-as-
sault survivors. 

This bill claims that it would protect life. But 
the bill could end the lives of women who are 
in need of life-saving emergency care. Sadly, 
we have all heard of the stories of women 
who are faced with the heart-wrecking deci-
sion to terminate their pregnancies when they 
are told that their baby will not survive to term. 
This bill will prevent women in that difficult sit-
uation from receiving needed health care serv-
ices even if they are facing a life-threatening 
situation themselves. 

This bill goes farther than ever in an ex-
treme attempt to limit health coverage for 
American women, and make a legal, constitu-
tionally protected medical procedure inacces-
sible to women. 

Instead of debating how to put Americans 
back to work, we are again spending our time 
debating a bill that would result in substandard 
health care for millions of Americans. 

I strongly oppose H.R. 358 and urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on this dangerous piece 
of legislation. 
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the education of 
our children is one of our most important 
tasks, preparing them for adulthood. At the 

Riverdale Temple the staff has been enor-
mously helped by Rabbinic Intern Steven 
Altarescu, who has taught 3rd through 5th 
grades as well as an adult education course 
on Relationship in the Torah—Love, Sex and 
Violence; Parents and Children, Husbands 
and Wives, Siblings, Lovers, Us and God. The 
course is so popular that the congregants look 
forward to him returning next year to teach it. 

He lives in Riverdale and is in his fourth 
year of rabbinical school at the Academy for 
Jewish Religion, a pluralistic seminary in Riv-
erdale. He has also taught fourth, fifth and 
second grades at Temple Beth Shalom in 
neighboring Hastings-on-Hudson for thirteen 
years. 

He is married and the father of two grown 
daughters, three stepdaughters and one step-
son. 

Steven brings a passion for Jewish spiritu-
ality, prayer and Torah study to our Temple 
and has contributed to a successful year in 
ways far beyond his actual responsibilities as 
our Rabbinic Intern. Steven has participated in 
worship services, preached, chanted Torah, 
and—behind the scenes—been the most gen-
erous, gracious and always available member 
of our synagogue staff. 

The Riversdale Temple is grateful and 
proud to publicly acknowledge Steven’s many, 
many contributions to the congregation, and to 
wish him every success in the rest of his rab-
binic education, and in his future service to the 
Jewish community. I am proud to join the Riv-
erdale Temple in this recognition and in the 
knowledge that his presence as a member of 
the rabbinate is a source of strength. 
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Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Elouise Cobell who passed 
away on Sunday, October 16, 2011. This ex-
traordinary individual led a 15 year fight on be-
half of nearly 500,000 Native Americans who 
had their trusts mismanaged by the federal 
government. 

Elouise Cobell filed a lawsuit in 1996 seek-
ing justice for herself and the half million other 
American Indians who had their assets mis-
managed by the U.S. Department of the Inte-
rior. After a lengthy battle in the courts, a $3.4 
billion settlement was announced in December 
2009. 

However, the fight was not over for Elouise 
Cobell. While a settlement was reached, Con-
gress would still have to authorize payment for 
the settlement. 

I was proud to support the Claims Resolu-
tion Act when it came before the House on 
November 30, 2010. This legislation author-
ized $3.4 billion to settle the lawsuit, which be-
came known as Cobell v. Salazar. The Claims 
Resolution also established a $60 million edu-
cation scholarship fund for Native American 
children. President Obama signed the Claims 
Resolution Act into law on December 8, 2010. 
This law came about because of Elouise 
Cobell’s dedication in pursuing justice for the 
Native American community. 

Mr. Speaker, California is home to over 100 
federally recognized tribes. These tribes will 
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